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research with the freedom of the wild ; but actually
by far the greater part of his work was necessarily
indoors. Two investigators had been in the field
before him. Dr. Gobbold and Professor Klein,
but it transpired that neither had hit upon the
right solution.

The Inquiry was a very wide one, and had to be
approached from diverse directions. For some
time experts and ghillies had convinced themselves
that in certain years the Grouse had suffered from
a form of epidemic disease which had killed off
great numbers, the birds dying quickly and in good
condition. Klein was supposed to have confirmed
this opinion by his discovery in the lungs of the
dead birds of a bacillus of the Coli type. Grave
doubt was soon thrown on this conclusion, especi-
ally when close investigation of the birds as shot
on the moor showed that the bacillus was due to
post-mortem changes. Three years were also des-
tined to pass without the occurrence of a single
instance of what had hitherto gone by the name of
' Klein's disease.' Search meanwhile took other
directions and it was not long before the true cause
was traced by the Field Observer to the existence
of colonies of a minute Threadworm (Tricho-
strongylus pergracilis) which infested the cceca of
weakly birds and by destroying the inner surface
which absorbed their food brought about the
death of the individual. This threadworm crawls
up the fronds of the heather, infests the dewdrops
or moisture condensed from mists at the ends of
the young shoots on which the Grouse feed, and
infects them with the lingering or pining form of
the true * Grouse Disease.' Many an early morn-